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-^ PAPER l^as juft been publifhed, entitle4» 
? Sult>ftance of Principal Hill's fpeech, in the 
^ General Aflembly, May ,23d, 1§07, upon 
J the motion fpi* thsgilpng his M^efty for his 
^ fupport of th^ Proteftant Eftabl^fljment. ' 

TTbere is^ no fuch niotioQ on the record of 
die Aflembly, as is l^erf referred, to. B\it aipy 
thing contained ii^ this. Pointed fpe^ch, whjch 
was really delivered in the Affembly, was pro- 
nounced, while t!%e AflemUy yrere deliberating, 
on th? feveral paragii^ph^, in a draught prepar- 
ed of a dutifyl and loyal Addrefs to hjs Ma- 

The authpr of the Speech has intcpduced 
his publication, by quoting a long paragraph 
from the Addref? to his Majefty, which he 
brings forward in fuch a form, as to lead the 
public to .believe, that the whole paragraph 

had 



had been objected to, and had become ibnf 
{uh}e€t of debate ; though he^ perfe^y knew, 
at the time Iff >a8. i!ni(W& %ni tie mlty part 
of it to which any ot^eftion or debate wag ap^ 
pUed, is the laft fentence, be^nnin^ with th« 
words, * We have lately feen^ ' &c» 

The whole paragraph, printed by him, is 
in the following words. . ^ Jt . is t)ie happinci^ 
^ of your people, that^ d.iiring ^ ' alifDi9i<Jp8;^ 
^ reign of forty-feveri yeai?, the co^dud,_b^ 
^ your Mjg^fty h^^ beeA un^bnply . goverrved^ 

* by the principles which plsjiped. th^ |tdi^e,pf 

* BpxtiCvnck upon thQ throne pf thefe re^tlffii; 
^' And ;the Mnifters and Eiders of the Chjirch 

* of Scotland, attached tq thbfe principles frpnjT 
^ convidlion, as well ^ by all their habit^'alnd 
^ inftituijpris, recotleit, .with peQu^iar fatisfac^ 
^'tion, that your Majgfty^has exhibij:ed. the 

* brighteft' example qf a-.fstqred; i;eg2^rd tp the 
' Froteftant reformed rdigioii. While, in the 

* feries of indulgences, to yoj^ir Ropun QaytJioV 

* lie fubjefts, "vyldch have m^ked . yaw Ma-; 

* jefty's feign, we recognize the .enlightened 
' operation ef a miid aqd tolewnt Ipirit, we* 
^ h^ve always fc^nd your Majefly jthe faithful 

* guardian 



A 



^ moat wfhsld^ by ibtjkm osfi. ^n^ed acerd^:. 

^.dkdi:fiilh^:tbf^j90ifdty.mdttcbLMiL m^ rigbts: 
^ amd pmibigu: dcfAve firm the foimbutt wUr: 
^ wMA your' Maj^ d^oigBs the dtauAcf: 

* our feUo'Uhfoi^Ss^, in ^^Brwg ike t^f0imati^ 
^ 'mbktdyufilyidue. iq tbt J^ay/d fopcs fir'tbe 

^'^f%miaLh^sitB^, upoo the espreffioas. cCiit^ 
V pfffsgrapfi, V. aiEi if tfeae whole of hir ^dttfnitf 
lf0d:ha[xm^il^, 6&J9& of debate.- ' The jii^' 
imAosx'wi dlk nfirrBfeptadoQ I have oo incfiiti-^' 
tioq to inveftigate. BuC^ ia oppafition iait^^ 
Itabe the fihebl^ of p^risiiiifakig tbe fpHoiMiig 
ucmmxtt£ ti^ep^^^ my^fixiifim 

ISagr vu&fy hy confiiltrqg: itig.iB^dw ' : 
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^ Hie draught of a loyal Addre& to hfs' 
Majefty, on the prefent fituadon of public af- 
fairs, having beeQ prepared by the Committee' 
appointed for that purpoie, and now produced, 
the fame was firft read all over, and thereafter 
paragraph by paragraph. A modon was made 
^d fecondied, ^ to approve of the Addrefk '^ 
An objection was ftated to the following claufe' 
ilanding part of the Addcefs : viz. 

^ We have lately feen the fences of that efta- 
^ blifhment upheld, by the firm and dignified' 
' exercife of the conftitudonal prerogative of 
< the Grown; and feeling the iecurity whick 
i aU our rights and privileges derive, from the 
*i fblicitude with which youi; Majefly difchaxges 
*/»the duties* of the Soverrign ofc a JSree peqple,^ 
^^me unite with our feUow-fubje^s, in coring: 
*► the affeddonate tribute, juftiy due to the Royal 
\. cares for the public welfare. * 
; And, after reafcming, it was afterwai^ds mov-^ 
ed,.diat the above c}aufe remaining part of the 
Addrefs, the foUowing^addition fhould he. made 
to it : viz* 

. i We venerate the concern which his Ma- 
^ jefly manifefls in all his condud, and at al[ 

, , > times, 



\ dmes, fitf the rdiglous interrfb of liis pcioj[)Ie.j 
If yet, coiififtetitly with our principles us Pref- 
^ byterians, and as members of a National 
^ Church, whidi has the fame legal eftablifh-^ 
^ ment with the Church of England, we can-^ 
f not but contemplate with regret, the continu-* 
^ ance of thc^e drcumftances, which exclude 
^ Prefbyterians from dvil and military ojBices^ 
^ without a public profeflion of Epifcopacy *, 
^ and we truft, that the time will foon come^ 
^ when the members of the Preibyterian and 
^ Episcopal Churches will be placed on aa 
^ equal foodng in all parts of his Majefly's do*- 
* minions* ' 

Aft^ long reafoning, the vote was put, Ap^ 
prove or Amend; and the roll being called, 
and votes marked, it carried, by a great majo^ 
rity , Approve ; and, therefore, the Affembly 
did, and hereby do approve of the firft para'- 
graph in the Addrefs as it ftands ; againft which 
fentence the Reverend Su: Henry Moncreiff 
WeUwood entered his diflent ; and thof? who 
ihould adhere to him were allowed to enter 
their diifent at any after diet of the Aflembly. 

Thereafter 



9!!^ ktd the AdMleft t v^ 

* Stat for i^ kft«reftK «ff f^KglMi, ^^^(ji^, Ahd 
' pt&taaiiciti 0f dl^fe gVeat ktt^^s', % whicli 

'- Abo^itkm e( die A^$(^ SlavS TVa^ ^ i^ct 

* had fo long polluted our commerce, {t6d fiuv 

* fiifh^ fte hefri6itf of tlie BHttft iWiftfe - We 

* ^l, fc comtobil Widl Si* -gfesrf feodf ef «>i* 

< l«aow<fT^}|e€l«, that &e Aa of die Itlft Be& 
« fion of Padiamefit, iiAMi frbtMim ^e ttt^. 

* pGiiBi&dntii JUVe^ !M!6 th^ WtiflE India G6)<^ 

< iiies, wis .eve^be i*egjtfdt4 i» 6nte ttf the iht* 
'^ ijJteHdidi&reftttfof yowf Maje^'^feigitl^i iii^, 

* -wmie it prtxiaritw ttf tlic WoM=fti4 }dttce^6f 
•« flfe Bridflk charidl^, tvffl fchd fl»fr«d^^f 

* ^eaee ai^ tjeniv^ence to 1^ ifijvtfe^-iiatioas 

* ^Afnca.' 

The 



The General Aflembly a]pproved of diU4ii^-> 
; • and the Addieis, with the ad^don, was 
figned by the Moderator in their prefence. ** 

The proceedings fpeak for themfelves ; but 
the Author of the printed Speech has fupported 
his iq[>refentadon by another expedient 

He has publiihed the reafons of diflent which 
I gave in to the AHemUy, but has deliberately 
feparated them from die tide or introdudipn o£ 
tb» paper which he profcdTes to copy ; and has 
evidendydone fo, for the purpofe of keeping 
out of view the predfe points to which the di£» 
iient relates, and which were the fubjed pf the 
debate. 

. If he choie to publifh the reafons of diflent^ 
a proceeding to which I have no fort of objec- 
tion, he had no right to mutilate the paper 
which contained them, by fuppreffing its title. 

I give it here, at length, although |t contains 
a repetition of what has been already ftated, 
from the proceedings of the Aflembly. 

^ Reafons of Diflent from the fentence of 
> the General Aflembly on the 23d of May 
^ . lafl, refolving to adopt the following claufe, 
^ in a dutiful and loyal addrefs to his Majefly, 
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^ visa. ^ We h%^ Utely ftta tfe imcts dP thd 
^ PruMllim EfUbttflHiMM iqAckl^ bf the fitm 
"^ and dignified eiccdcUlfc. f£ tfce Gimiii^^ 
^ Prerogative of the Crown ; and, feeling the 
^ feciiifcy vAAA iA our lig^ aiMl pii^nleges 

* defite, fiftMA the (bfidlittdc with ^vllkli yottr 
^ Majefty dSK^arge!» the dntfes of die S^iFe^ 

* reign of It free pfeeple, we wiSle wMi our 

* fellow^ftib^e^, in dfemxg the ^fflfeCfioiiJtce 
**^ tribtite, juffly due to Ihe Royrf tares fef ^ 
•^ pilftjKc ivdferef * And rfeftifihg to inieit Ae 

* fctiowin^ amenAneitti which h wa^ \mjp(skA 
^ to add to this d&de, if k fhotdd reihaiR 

* part of the addre&9 vhs. •* We v e n e r ate the 
^ concern which his Majefty manifefts in aB 
^ his condtaft, arid at ail tikies, fef tiie rdi^- 
^ ous interelh of h» pteople ; yet, toi^ftentljr 
*^ with ^our piinciplfes as Preftrfterians, and at 
" members of a Natloital Chmrch, which has 

* the fame Icgsd eftablifliment wJlh the Ghurch 
^ of Engiand, we catinot hut contemplate with 
" regret, tiie continuance of riiofe circum* 
** ftances, which exclude Pfefbyterians fiiom d- 
" vil and miKtary offices, without a public 
** profeffion of EpHcopacy ; and we truft that 

** the 



41 

*. t^ tuBQ wiU fiEtpn come, witen the jnetpjbers 
f^ <^ tl)« IWl^yteraiQ^ ^ EfoTcopal Ghufohot 
** jnU b« f^ap^ oa u Cf^wd footiogi^ ia 4U 

"WedUTeut, , 

itf 1^ «bi^ obyeded to <mj 1M: Qufintcvpfei^ed^ 
•sm^ «oat|iirt: ^ tke avowad int«nuc>a$ ol^ ^^ 

far as vf^ cpuJ^ipiHcehri^. it v^ not tho 4cifig» 

JM's^^ ,». Ch^schi w4)kb i^ the iam# aur 
Ikofky M^ itCKlffe^dmco ^ the Qb^u^ of 

jcfehnltofi of tbo AilmUy iu 1790, wf qp^tioi: 

iy ilif^. ccMa|»mt$i4:i)p«?ati^ of- fb^^.T^ft and 
Corporation Ads of the Psijdi^slMUt <4^:49£^^S^» 
by which, Proteftant Diffenters from the Epif- 

€«im4 Ca^wtibk are i^b)«^^ v> tht facraniental 

teft, before they caa be. 4i|^iliR4 10 hal4^<4^ 
n pHlitary ofHces j and which are in pradice 

applied 
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applied even to members of the Church of 
Scotland, as hy law ^ablifhed, contrary, as vre 
apprehend, to the beft interefts of rel^on, and 
to the rights and privileges of our Nadonai 
Church. 

^ 3. Becaufe the amendment which was re*' 
jeded, contains nothing more than a temperate 
and reipedlful aflertion of the ientiments which 
we ought to exprefs, vnih regard to ouf IVo- 
teftant Brethren, and of the principles .which 
we are bound to maintain, as members of a 
Ftefbyterian Church eftablifhed by law. 

4. ^^ Becaufe, afta: the conccdOSons abeady 
made to Roman Cathdics, during his Majefty's 
rdgn, we are not prepared to affirm, that the 
fences of the Prot^aht Eftablifliment would 
have been eflfentially injured, by the provifiona 
of the Bin reladve to Roman Catholic Officers, 
introduced into Parliament by the late Admini^ 
fbation, and afterwards withdrawn, {rem r^ 
fped to his Majefty. * - 

This Diflent was fuHctibed by the fottowing 
niembq:« of ASmh\j^ 

♦Rev, 
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Rev. H. Moncteiff Wellwood, Bart. 1>. D. 

Rev. David Dickfon, junior 

Rev. James Wodrow, D. D. 

Rev. William Donaldfon 

Rev. John MacKenzie, D. D. 

Rev. Stevenfon MacGill, D. D, 

Rev. WiBiam Ritchie 

Rev. John S. Oughterfon 

Rev. Lewis Balfour 

Rev. John Dick 

John Jardme, Advocate 

Profeflbr John Young 

Profeflbr George Jardine 

Profeflbr Dugald Stewart 

Thomas Adair, Writer to the Signet 

Thoiiiais Ruflell of Peebles 

James Moncrdff, Advocate 

James Gibfon, Writer to the Signet 

Thomas H. Miller, Advocate 

John Clerk, Advocate 

Andrew Skene, Advocate 

Jofeph Gordon, Writer to the Signet * 



I have given the defignadons of thofe who 
fttbicrib$d the Diflent^ becaufe Dr Hill, in his 

editioni 



tSMAatutm..^ .l..^^> 
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editian^ bts kn dofini ^ aame qf .gliomas 
Ruflel in the lift of MiaifteR; , 

The public WH ju4g^t 9fi|i« md^gthefe 
papers, of the juftice; 4)f Ui^ wifnSfffUt^ with 
which the SpQechJ&iotCpdMC^^ "Iliey^^RriU fee 
alfo, with vvhat tratk or autha]ril;7 the Speech 
has afferted, page 23di:tkat im ipFQCie .^U '^eed 
in approving of the feotrace c^jedj^d.^; The 
fad is, the original niotiaa wa^ th^ That 
the whole of that fentence (hpvid be omitted ; 
but, rather than b^ jicedudec^ bf a. ypte (^ the 
majority, from infertk^ an« amf^ndap^lkMi €)n the 
record, it was afiorward^ ^QO^redi to add the 
amendment propoiedi tptbe iieiibmce.objeded 
to, which yrool^ have, ccmpktely f;bajfsed its 
afpe£t ; and oipt thi» ,t^ qwitipa was ftated. 
Tliis is the fa£li i aod,, wh^ the. proceedings 
before raited ace €txainiaed. I haT9 oa o^cafion 

t • — "T .•— •4... 

to give myfelf aay forther trouhlf wUb Ftincipal 
Hiirs declamation. • 

Before I leave tbia poinlit how^¥<9|rik \ nuil 
quote the two fbllomnjf faoience^,. firman, page 
23d of the printed Speech, ' But in that ad- 
^ dition (referriog to dur ajaMndma&t), wf five 
> the Kjiflg uetic« that we are not £tti^|j i and 

* we 
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iiitiiiafteirfarffilauify, &stitkf i3oM>k'vm 
fiiiM imft iik Ina te<k> diitfy littik we 4h^ 
him fist not ia^mig done^ and wiucbiLe hm 
Hkdbccid his oMlcktioe ^mtt not peowt liim 
«i dok Thn e is ist unoonfiftencf in thjo^ mt 
imy^ oieditMt » ibe vMn sxmz oat rjBX 
simie^brr ^tke odArej^i ; anddtn k jm 
MamB€Mm:t AsmmjKSfim to a^utv^'wiM 
xsik majfijki^ofe tit mmd i^ tie JSwm-e^ 

finrneiid lUndpal hew ad&mei^ fiv wkadk 
^hcr^ isodt eirvathe fluskfow of finiodlaMi^ in 
tlifeiiein&ioF tlie JimenieMiit > vtAucHcwiMdy 
intimates no intention to B^k MEJr thinj^ citiiet 
ffiion or lateJ l%e affimpfin&is m wiifim ^th 
llse freioier pait erf' nhe Spwdiy i«i vAacU ^ff&f 
'Afteg oi)iTviemmt «e its «adM)r is^ ia^ppofed, acd 
wMhing 4M; jS is ^libl^eii, and maf ArfUy be 
kit wMiMt a i^epty. 

Bur "Mlieti Ifte Rievoeod f^dpal taUts of on 

4niMi8!fiAmcy ^ mil i^ry cradltkblc to ciM^ \^im^ 

^ j^^ ^ tkeptiferity tif ^e adHfrefers^' Md of 

'* m imk^&tcy sppTMciif^ to h^hf^ ^itedtfA 

C&lte ^Mttreigf^ sod ttfi^e^lMs Iftoguage to 

thofe 
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dioie who fuppbrted the amendment^ ' diough 
he adds nothing to his argument, he exprefles, 
moft intelli^bly, the ftate of his own nund 

If thofe words were fpoken, I am hsLppy to 
tiiink, I have no recolle&ion of thenu If I 
had heard them, they might have provoked a 
reply which I might have regretted, and he 
would not foon have forgotten. I am perfiiad* 
ed, however, they belong to that part of his 
Speech (to which, indeed, as Tar as my memory 
goes, a great propdrdon of it muft be referred), 
which he has announced in the advertifement 
prefixed to his pamphlet, as having been ^ me- 
^ ditated, * but as having ^ efcaped him in the 
^ a£k of fpealdng. * 

But thofe words are now printed by the 
author, not as cafiial expreflions, which might 
have incidentally dropt fix)m him in the heat 
of debate, but as the cool and deliberate pro- 
du£tion of the heart, after full and folitary me-- 
ditadon. He who forgets the language, which 
* the manners of fociety entide his opponents to 
' expert firom him, though he does fo in the 
moment of heat and irritation, degrades him^- 
felf much more than he can annoy them. 

He 
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He who deliberately departs from it, when 
there ought to be no irritation on his mind, 
can have no right to exa(ft from them either 
retpeft or forbearance. The fairnefe of this 
printed Speech, the good fetife and the Jincertty 
of its author, I leave to the difcufiibn of his 
friends. For myfelf, I fcom to retort, what I 
Ihall never recoUedt but with difdain or com-- 
paifion. 

Referring to the proceedings 6f the General 
Affembly, relating to the Teft Aft, in 1790, 
the author of this printed Speech has been 
pleafed to make the ftdlowing round ^^erdon^ 
page 21. ^ TTie Reverend Baronet did not 
^ profit by the alliance wbicb be then advyid^ 

* betwixt the Church of Scotland aijdthe Eng- 
^ lifli Diflenters. ' 

In the Aflembly, in the debate on the Ad- 
•drefs, the Reverend Principal -did, indeed, at- 
tempt in fubftance to fay, * That I had, in 

* 1790, combined the interefts of the Diffenters 

* with the plea of our National Church. ' But 
this affertion he was at the moment compel- 
led to retra£t, in prefence of the Affembly ; 
that is, on my rifing inftantly to repel it, he ad- 

c mitted 
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mkted hewM ^ ^pealdcig widc^^ {u he cbolieto 
tx{Href6 himfetf ) ; sad on being imfWered, that 
ke wa9 fpealdng fo widsi that there was no 
foiin4ati0n whatfoerer for his aflertion, he left 
that part c^ his fubjed immedkt^y, wkhout 
Qttaing anoth^ fyUaUe relating to k, 

Th? a0ertion, however^ now appears, widi- 
.oiit any attuficm to the utemqpdcm he received^ 
new-modelled, and new-vamped; and I am 
'deUbemtdy r^prefentedy as haiRriag In 1790 
dihifed an aSiancB betwixt the Chiju-ch 4>f Soot- 
bod and the Engliih XDiflenters^ 

M the ftu&oF 9f the ipeeeh means, that 
I rgi?^e any fuch adi^ce ki what I ftated to 
the A/r««ably b 1790, I take this public 
opportunity pf living m. this aflerdon^ the 
moft diredl contradiction^ If lie meail^ to 
aflert, that, wh&x die applicadon wte made 
tx> P^iat&edt in 1791, I eidia: advifed, Or 
dOifted, to form ^ alliance, betwixt the 
Ohurch of ScOdatid and the Englifh DiifentE^rs, 
in that applicaSiPni % im fully pr^ared to de- 
monftrabe ^ .coniEmry fad, by authralic do- 
cnments. I refpe£t ^ claims cf die En^ih 
Diiienters, and think them well entided to re- 
lief 
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Uef fkcttitibe opea^ation of tb0 Tdl A^ ; wlitch, 
prefedbtng a teft^ at all ttmes inju&:iotiSy when 
apfilicd to Protefiaata, ia mj aj^elpnfion ne^ 
tier diii, and tu^er will do any good But I 
]piow too weH the difference betwixt their plea^ 
amd the ri^ls and privikges of oiit natmal 
Church, ever to have, direSly or indijedly, 
iie/v^i/ to comfaiiie thenu 

On d)e conaary, k is a £a£t which I know 
to be beyond conttadi^fcioo^ tiiat niffiiy o£ the 
members of Faiiiament in the Renting inte* 
mft, peremptorily refiiied to attend, when oiur 
applkatioa yns introduced imo the Hou& of 
Conunons,*«^r this fiz^ teadbn, that we did 
not, tand would not, oombineour ple^t, with the 
ckimB of die Di&nters. 

If the Reverend Principal meant to iiiifi* 
nuate, that the general refc&ilians mQved t>7 
me u) 1790 rebtive to the Teft Ad, wiH inany 
degiee fasppxt his unfcmnded aflec&on^ J fiib- 
join thofe refolutions verbatim^ and leave him 
to difbovcr in them, whatever he m^ iuppofe 
w4U anfwer his puqpofe. 

^ Ptoceedmgs of the General Al&n)l3y, May 
'^ .37. 1790.-^llie Affem%^ agreeable to a 

^ former 
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" former Refoludon, proceeded to cohfider the 
*' overture from the Prefbytery of Jedburgh 
'* iefpe£ting the Teft Ad: ; and after reafoning 
** at very great length, the General Aflembly 
^^ unanhnoufly agreed to adopt the following. 
^^ Refolutions, on the fubjed of the faid over- 
•* ture, viz. 

" IJiy That by a fundamental article in the. 
" Treaty of Union, the Proteftant reHgion and 
" Prefbyterlan church government are un^ter** 
^' ably fecured, as the only eftahtiflied religion} 
^ and church government within this part of 
^* the united kingdom, and are iafi^arable frotn 
" the confiitution of the Britifh empire. 

" a//|f» That by the 4th article of the Treaty 
" of Union it is provided, that there (hall be 
^' an equal communication of all rights, privi- 
^ leges, and advantages, which belong to the 
•* fubje^s, either of Scotland or England, ex- 
"^ cept where it is otherwife exprefsly agreed 
** by the faid treaty. 

" Sdfyj That by an Aft of the P»liament, 
" pafled the 25th year of the reign of Charles 
^ the Second, all perfons within the realm of 
^ England, Wales, or Berwick upon Tweed, 

" holding 
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** hol(&ng any oflSice, 6r offices, civil of ihili-^ 
**^ tary, or receiving any pay, falary, fee, or 
*^ wages, or having comn^nd or place of truft,' 
** from or under his Majefty, or by authority 
" derived from him, are liable to fevere penal^ 
^ des and forfeitures, unlefs they fhall, within 
^ a limited time, after receiving or being ad-' 
•• mitted into fiich office, pay, falary, or wage», 
" recme the facrament of the Lord's Supper, 
" in ' fbme public church, upon * fome Lord's 
" day, according to the ufage of the Church 
" of England ; and that, in confequence of the 
*' faid Aft, the members of the Church of 
^^ Scotland, holding Britifh offices, civil or mi- 
" litary, or receiving, as Britilh fubjedls, any 
" falary, fee, or wages, from or under his Ma- 
** jefty, or by authority derived from him, 
^^ have been fiippofed liable to the penalties and 
^^ forfeitures, contsdned in the faid ftatute, un- 
" lefs they receive the facrament of the Lord's 
" Supper, according to the ufage of the Church 
" of England 

•* 4:tbfyf That as this conftrudtion of the 
'' Adi conAitutes a manifeft inequality between 
" the members of the two eftablifhed churches 

" of 
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^ ^Grciat Bntaui) is injfidoiiB to tbe moealff 
^ of the people gf Scotknd, aad haB a teodenc^r 
^ to weaken and undermino tiie Cbatrch dl 
^ S^ddMd, it is die duty of the GeAenl Afl^ 
^ iemlbiy, as ^ gutf diam of die reiigioiur 
^ elbd>Ufliaieat of Scotknd, to take every l^af 
^ and conftitutkMal mode, and to etidiracc ^e 
^ eadieft prefer cppoituaky to obtaici ^fiaduaf 
^ rc^iief) from the grievances anfmg from the 
^ £fid Ad: cf the Padiament of England^ com^ 
"* monly called the Ted Aa, as afibaii^ &e 
^ HMO^rs of tlus national Churdi« j 

^ It was then moved^ and unatuncioaifly | 

^ i^r^ to, ^ That a Committee of chla Ail * 

^ feiQ^Iy (kail now be appointed, with ioAnic^ 
^ liot» to take tlie eadieft proper c^ortanky, 
^ to obtamredrefs of die grievances ftated in the 
^ Rdfokticms which tihe AilemUy have adkipt-' 
^ ed, by every l^al aad cociftitudon^d mode^ 
^ wydi they ihaS judge to be moft efledcial. ' 
** And a Committee was af{|poktted acxxxdiagly, 
** who are to report to next Alfembiy»-^ir 
•* li^ry Moncrdff appointed Convener. ** 

Such were the proceedings dftiie Afllembly 
1790, as tl^y ftand on t^ teG4ga:d; and I do 

not 



fid 

not re^et xbfA Prindpal HiU li^8 pvea me thi» 

afnoqg Esther things, whetk^ ibe Ai&mbly ^ wa$ 
Uk^tk hf fuipife, ' in adoipting the r^folii(i<oo6 
conti^i^64 in theax ; aad how % PrS^cipaji Hi|l 
is entitled to hold that liuiguage^ ^ter hamg 
dire£ti)r and elcplidtly concucred in tJbeoi^ at 
the i^ondiufion of a debate, which l^^d &om 
eleveA o 'dodt m t&e forenoon, dll'ten o'dteck 
atiught: TbeywiHfeti^^vferyhnpailialm^ 
whether the Gomm^^ then appc^ed -ime 
fufficiendy authorifed tO apply to FaaAi^meat^ 
as they did ; and they wifl ferve to recal to ;our 
recoUe^on, fwdnciples, as wdl as lights, wiiidi 
ike msmSsmt of th^ MahUfhed Church cf .Scot- 
land ought inerar to ibijgtt 

I now take my hme of Pdncipal IS^SHCb 
fyeeth^ . not 'being aware, diat it contains any 
things liefides whax i have mentioned, Kvhkh I 
ou^ to iiave any folidtude to refute. 

When^lfae author jqiuMes Alderman Lorie, the 
head cf the Prefbyteriansin die reign of Charles 
the Second, and doe ainfx?v3er of the Prince of 
Orange to King James, and forgets to tdl usy 
fbat the que/Hon then at ijfue^ ivas^ the power of 

the 
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the King to fuj^end the laws ;— when he gives 
us his own fyftem with regard to the conftitu- 
tional prerogative of the Crown ; — ^when he 
gravely tells us, that he reprobates th^ intro- 
dudion of politics into the debates of the M- 
fembly ; — ^when he afferts that I moved the re- 
folutions in 1790, * after the Dijfenters in Eng^ 

* land had been applying to Parliament for the 
:* repeal of the Tejl AEt^ * in order to take this 
rHiode of identifying the mover, of thofe refo- 

lutions, with the Diflenters ;-T-when he men- 
. tions, as fpeakers on the oppofite fide to him, 
only Sir Henry MoncreifF and Principal Brown, 
as if they had been the only fpeakers in the 
•Aflembly who fupported the amendment on 
the addrefs ;— when He reprefents it as the fen- 
•timent at leaft of Sir Henry MoncrdfF, or fup- 
•pofes it may be his fentiment, (p 21.) * that 
/ our plea for exemption (from the operation 

* of the Teft Ad:) will be ftrengthened, in the 
^ judgment of our brediren in England, by our 

* making common caufe with the Roman Ga- 
^ tholics ; and that the claims of an Eflablifhed 
^ Church will be eked out, by an alliance with 

' the 
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* the enemies of the Proteftant faith* ; •— •^hen 
be fuppofes thofe who diSer from him^ on the 
iuhjeCk. before the Af&mbly, page l^, ^ as 
f ftretehing forth their hands to uphold the tot^ 

* tering throne of Antichrift ; ' — and when he 
tepteieatB the annual 3iU of Indemnity as a 
boon, of equal valile, with complete emanci- 
pation from te(b,.td which we ought 6eYer to 
have been fubjefted :■ >   H is fpeech may be 
^l^Iy left to its own weight If it outlives the 
9ccafio& which produced it^ or the adtiiiniftra- 
tion to whom it is addrefled, it has certainly 
BO very prol)able chance of being tranfmitted 

future generations. 



* I tranfcribe the paflage, that there may be no mifre« 
|Mrefentation of the meaning imputed to me. 

P. 21. of Principal HilPs fpeech. ' 

* The R^everend Baronet did not profit by the alliance 
' which he then adviiedj between the ^members of the 
^ Church of Scotland^ and the Snglifli Diflenters. He 
' now turns to allies of a difierent defcription ; — And does 
^ he really think, that, in this nfpment of alarm, our 

* plea for exemption will be ftrengthened, in the judge* 
' ment of our brethren in England, by our making com- 

* men caufe with the Roman Catholics j that the claims 
< of an £fl:abli(hed Church will be eked out, by an alU- 
^ ance with the enemies of the Proteftant faitb i\ 
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I We peiliaps faid enough, befideS, to cbn^ 
yince Principal Hill, that perfonal attacks con-<- 
fined to declamations in the Affembly, arid per- 
fonal attacks in printed pamphlets^ are not ex* 
adly the fame thing.. The firft may be im- 
mediately repdled, or^ if they are pafTed in 
filence, td prevent an irritation which might 
interfere with more important objects, are foon 
forgotten. But the latler, no man, who knows 
what belongs to himfelf^ wiU fuffer to pafs 
??vdthout a reply, who has the means of defibnce 
in his hands« 

I am not forry, howerer, for the occafion 
which has compelled me to come forward at 
prefent. The more the points at iffue are agi- 
tated, the lefe is the danger to be apprehended, 
from the unfounded clamour and declamadon, 
to which they have given rife. 

H. MONCREIFF WELLWOOD. 



Edinburgh, Queen's Street, 
Sth June 1807* 
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